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The  Peaceful  Prevention  of  Deadly  Conflict: 
An  Alternative  to  the  War  on  Terror 


The  war  on  terror  promises  to  be  the  most  enduring 
legacy  of  the  Bush  presidency.  The  Administration  is 
pushing  ahead  rapidly  to  expand  the  scope  and 
duration  of  the  war  and  to  make  the  war  economy 
and  security  state  permanent. 

The  President  says  it  will  be  a  long  and  costly  war. 
He  claims  not  to  know  where  it  will  go  next  or 
when  and  how  it  will  end.  He  presents  this  as  a 
conflict  of  good  versus  evil,  plain  and  simple.  The 
country  should,  he  says,  trust  him  and  his  advisors 
to  know  the  difference  and  to  do  whatever  it  takes 
to  stop  the  evil. 

The  war  is  expanding  on  many  fronts.  U.S.  troops 
are  on  the  ground  in  Afghanistan  fighting  the 
Taliban  and  al  Qaeda  forces.  The  Pentagon  is 
sending  hundreds  of  U.S.  military  advisors  to  the 
Philippines,  Georgia,  Yemen,  Pakistan,  Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan,  and  elsewhere  to  help  eliminate  alleged 
terrorists'  cells. 

In  his  State  of  the  Union  message,  the  President 
declared  Iraq,  Iran,  and  North  Korea  to  be  an  "axis 
of  evil."  He  threatened  unspecified  consequences  if 
they  do  not  stop  sponsoring  international  terrorism 
and  developing  weapons  of  mass  destruction.  The 
Administration  is  preparing  the  American  public 
and  foreign  governments  for  possible  U.S.  military 
action  to  topple  Iraq's  Saddam  Hussein. 

In  this  hemisphere,  the  Administration  is  now 
considering  lifting  restrictions  on  U.S.  military  aid  to 
Colombia.  This  would  permit  the  Colombian 
military  to  use  U.S.-made  weapons  against  leftist 
insurgents. 


On  the  home  front,  the  Administration  is  asking  pet> 
pie  in  the  U.S.  to  send  their  sons  and  daughters  to 
war  and  to  assume  a  huge  financial  burden.  The 
war  alone  is  expected  to  cost  more  than  $2.7  trillion 
over  the  next  fiv'e  years.  Another  $37  billion  will  be 
spent  on  homeland  defense  in  fiscal  year  2003,  alone. 

Cities  across  the  U.S.  are  being  kept  on  a  high  state 
of  alert  for  possible  violent  reprisals.  The  FBI  and 
Justice  Department  have  been  granted  broad,  new, 
intrusive  powers  to  investigate  and  detain  persons 
within  the  U.S.  suspected  of  association  with  terror¬ 
ist  groups. 

How  should  FCNL  respond 
in  this  time  of  war? 

Few  are  asking  the  crucial  questions. 

■  When  and  where  will  this  war  end? 

■  Is  war  an  effective  response  to  terrorism? 

■  Who  is  the  enemy  in  this  war? 

■  How  much  will  the  war  cost  in  lives,  materiel, 
liberties,  or  international  gcx>d  will  and  under¬ 
standing? 

■  To  what  degree  will  the  war  compromise  efforts 
to  pre\'ent  and  resolve  conflicts  nonviolently? 

■  How  will  the  huge  war  budget  affect  the  many 
vital  programs  that  address  human  needs  and 
security  at  home  and  abroad? 

These  are  the  questions  FCNL  is  asking  members  of 
Congress,  the  Administration,  and  the  U.S.  public. 
These  are  critical  questions  as  the  U.S.  stands  on  the 
threshold  of  a  permanent  state  of  war.  This  is 
FCNL's  challenge  for  the  second  session  of  the  107th 
Congress.  ■ 
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The  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL), 
a  Quaker  lobby  in  the  public  interest, 
seeks  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spir¬ 
it  as  it  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  Views  expressed  in 
FCNL's  Wa^ihington  Neii'sletter  are  guid¬ 
ed  by  the  Statement  of  Legislatix  e  Poli- 
c\'  which  is  prepared  and  approved  by 
FCNL's  General  Committee.  FCNL 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  26 
Friends'  yearly  meetings  and  by  seven 
other  Friends'  organizations  in  the 
United  States. 

Clerk:  Joanne  Rains  W'amer 
Assistant  Clerk:  Jonathan  Fisch 
Executive  Secretary:  Joe  Volk 

The  FCNL  Washington  Neiosletter  is 
published  ten  times  a  year  (monthly, 
with  July- August  and  No\  ember- 
December  combined  issues).  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  voting  record  is  published  annu¬ 
ally  and  a  congressional  directory  is 
prepared  for  each  new  Congress. 

The  Washington  Neiosletter  is  sent  free 
upon  n?quest  and  automatically  to  cur¬ 
rent  donors.  Your  contributions  are 
needed  to  support  FCNL's  lobbying 
and  education  work. 

Editor.  Florence  C.  Kimball 

Contributing  Writers:  Florence 
Kimball,  Alicia  McBride,  Ned  Stowe, 
Catherine  Stratton-Treadway 

Large  print  and  audiotape  versions  of 
the  Washington  Nru'sletter  are  available 
upon  request.  The  Washington  Neii^let- 
ter  is  available  in  microform  from  Uni- 
\’ersity  Microfilms  International,  300 
North  Zeeb  Rcwd,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann 
Arbor,  Ml  48106. 

Reprinting  Washington  Neiosletter 
Items:  We  encourage  our  readers  to 
copy  and  distribute  items  from  FCNL's 
Washington  Neu'sletter.  When  doing  so, 
please  include  the  follou'ing  credit: 
"Reprinted  from  the  Washington 
Neii^letter,  [issue  #,  month  and 
year]  published  by  the  Friends 
Committee  on  National 
Legislation." 

We  would  appreciate  receiving  a  copy 
with  a  brief  note  indicating  how/w'here 
the  item  was  used  and  the  approximate 
numbers  of  copies  distribuh^. 

Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation 

245  Second  Street  NE 
Washington,  DC  20002-5795 
Phone:  202-547-6000 
800-630-1330 
Fax:  202-547-6019 
Legislative  Action  Message: 
202-547-4343 
e-mail:  fcnl@fcnl.org 
Web  site:  http://vN'ww.fcnl.org 

O  Printed  on  recycled  paper 
with  soy-based  ink. 


If  Not  War,  Then  What? 

Editor's  note:  hi  response  to  the  evolihng  piolitical  situation,  FCNL  has  updated 
oiir  "If  Not  Militan/  Force  and  War,  Then  What"  statement  that  appeared  in  the 
October  2001  issue  of  the  Washington  Neiosletter.  Following  is  an  excerpt  from 
the  introduction  followed  In/  the  ten  recommendations.  Copies  of  the  complete 
statement,  in  a  form  suitable  for  distribution,  are  available  on  FCNL's  web  site 
at  <wwzo.fcnl.org/issiies/afghanistan/terrorism/stmt_tenpoints.htm>.  Copies 
may  also  be  obtained  by  contacting  FCNL  and  requesting  document  G-02-002F. 

The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  (FCNL)  opposes  the 
use  of  U.S.  military  force  in  response  to  the  September  11  attacks.  War 
is  not  the  answer  to  either  international  terrorism  or  weapons  of  mass 
destruction. 

We  continue  to  grieve  for  the  many  unique,  precious  and  irreplaceable 
people  who  were  murdered  in  the  September  11  attacks.. .Those  who 
helped  in  planning  and  carrying  out  the  attacks  have  violated  the  most 
fundamental  laws  of  a  civil  scx:iety.  They  should  be  held  accountable 
under  those  laws. 

Yet  the  terror  and  grief  have  not  ended  with  the  September  11  atrocities. 
While  the  full  civilian  death  toll  in  Afghanistan  has  yet  to  be  compiled,  it 
is  virtually  certain  that  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  civilians  have  been 
killed  or  maimed  directly  by  the  war... Hundreds  if  not  thousands  more, 
refugees  from  the  U.S.  bombing,  have  died  from  hidden  landmines, 
hunger,  or  exposure  to  the  elements... The  U.S.  government  had  no  right 
to  sacrifice  their  lix  es  in  its  pursuit  of  justice. 

We  call  upon  the  United  States  government  to  end  the  downward  spiral 
of  attacks  and  reprisals,  a  spiral  begun  long  before  September  11,  but 
propelled  by  those  attacks...Violent  retaliation  by  the  U.S.  will  sow  more 
seeds  of  hatred  and  reap  a  new  harvest  of  terror.  Instead,  w'e  call  upon 
the  President  and  Congress  to  help  lead  the  world  out  of  the  wilderness 
of  war  and  terror  and  into  a  new  world  where  people  exercise  reverence 
for  life  and  nations  respect  the  international  rule  of  law. 

Many  ask.  If  not  war,  then  what  should  the  U.S.  do  instead  to  respond  to 
the  horrific  attacks  of  September  11?  We  recommend  the  following  steps. 

1.  Cooperate  with  law  enforcement  agencies  around  the  world  in 
bringing  to  justice  those  involved  in  international  terrorism  to  the 
full  extent  of  U.S.  and  international  law.  Toward  that  end,  the  U.S. 
Senate  should  pass  legislation  to  implement  the  International  Con¬ 
vention  for  the  Suppression  of  Terrorist  Bombing.  In  response  to  ear¬ 
lier  bombing  attacks  against  Pan  Am  flight  103,  the  World  Trade  Cen¬ 
ter,  and  the  U.S.  embassies  in  Africa,  U.S.  officials  worked  successful¬ 
ly  with  law  enforcement  agencies  around  the  world  to  apprehend 
and  prosecute  the  perpetrators  of  those  attacks. 
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Alternatives  to  the  ''War  Against  Terror" 


2.  Lead  the  international  community  in  coopera¬ 
tive  action  to  stop  the  flow  of  financial 
resources  that  support  violent  terror  networks. 

Toward  that  end,  the  U.S.  Senate  should  pass 
legislation  to  implement  the  International  Con¬ 
vention  on  the  Suppression  of  the  Financing  of 
Terrorism. 

(In  December,  the  House  passed  implementing 
legislation  for  both  treaties  (HR  3275),  and  the 
Senate  gave  its  advice  and  consent  for  the 
treaties.  Now  the  Senate  must  pass  companion 
legislation,  S  1770,  to  implement  the  treaties.) 

3.  Through  the  UN  Security  Council,  call  for  the 
establishment  of  a  special  international  tri¬ 
bunal  (or  authorize  an  existing  tribunal)  to 
investigate  and  prosecute  the  September  11 
attacks  as  crimes  against  humanity.  To  have 
legitimacy  and  to  receive  full  cooperation  from 
other  countries,  these  cases  should  be  tried 
before  an  international  tribunal  rather  than 
before  a  U.S.  court  or  military  tribunal.  To  help 
deter  and  prosecute  future  crimes  against 
humanity  of  this  magnitude.  President  Bush  and 
the  Senate  should  join  the  world  community  by 
ratifying  the  Rome  Statute  for  the  International 
Criminal  Court. 

4.  Preserve  civil  liberties  for  U.S.  citizens  and 
non-citizens  alike,  maintain  full  public 
accountability  of  U.S.  governing  institutions, 
and  protect  vulnerable  groups  in  the  U.S.  from 
racial  profiling,  hate  crimes,  and  harassment. 
The  U.S.  must  not  and  need  not  sacrifice  its  core 
values  in  the  prcKess  of  defending  them  from 
acts  of  terror.  Rather,  the  U.S.  should  demon¬ 
strate  its  enduring  commitment  to  freedom, 
democracy,  human  rights,  and  the  rule  of  law  in 
the  way  it  pursues  justice. 

5.  Through  the  UN  Security  Council,  lead  the 
international  community  in  bringing  diplomat¬ 
ic,  political,  and  economic  pressure  and  incen¬ 
tives  to  bear  on  governments  that  give  support 
or  shelter  to  terror  networks  or  that  contribute 
to  the  proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass 
destruction.  If  international  sanctions  are 
applied,  they  should  be  focused  narrowly  so  as 
to  isolate  and  limit  the  capacities  of  those  in 


political  power  while  avoiding  harm  to  civilian 
populations. 

6.  Respond  with  compassion  and  generous,  sus¬ 
tained  humanitarian  and  development  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  suffering  of  the  innocent  peoples 
in  Afghanistan,  Colombia,  Somalia,  the  Congo, 
Iraq,  the  Sudan,  Pakistan,  and  other  zones  of 
conflict.  War  orphans,  refugee  children,  and 
youth  without  hope,  today  numbering  in  the 
millions,  are  especially  vulnerable  to  recruitment 
by  terrorist  organizations. 

7.  Intensify  U.S.  efforts  to  secure  a  just  and  last¬ 
ing  peace  in  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict,  a 
major  source  of  deep  anti-U.S.  sentiment 
throughout  the  Arab  world. 

8.  Lead  the  international  community  in  coopera¬ 
tive  efforts  to  de-alert,  reduce,  and  eliminate 
existing  stockpiles  of  nuclear,  chemical,  and 
biological  weapons  in  the  U.S.,  Russia,  and 
elsewhere.  This  includes  increasing  substantial¬ 
ly  U.S.  funding  for  the  "Nurm-Lugar"  coopera- 
tix'e  threat  reduction  programs  with  Russia.  To 
reduce  the  threat  from  weapons  of  mass  destruc¬ 
tion  further,  the  Bush  Administration  and  Con¬ 
gress  should  support  the  pending  protocol  to  the 
Biological  Weapons  Convention,  ratify  the  Com- 
prehensiv'e  Test  Ban  Treaty,  and  preserv  e  the 
Anti-Ballistic  Missile  Treaty.  If  the  U.S.  does  not 
lead,  the  danger  from  these  weapons  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  grow. 

9.  Support  an  international  code  of  conduct  on 
arms  transfers  and  a  ban  on  the  sale  and  trans¬ 
fer  of  weapons  to  zones  of  conflict.  Weapons 
sales  and  transfers  increase  acts  of  violence,  suf¬ 
fering,  and  the  collapse  of  cix  il  scxriety  institu¬ 
tions.  The  U.S.  is  the  world's  largest  exporter  of 
weapons.  It  should  not  export  weapons  to 
regimes  that  are  undemocratic  and  violate 
human  rights. 

10.  Develop  environmentally  sound  energy  and 
transportation  policies  to  reduce  U.S.  depen¬ 
dence  on  oil,  a  driving  factor  behind  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  intervention  and  violent  conflicts  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  region.  ■ 
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End  the  Terror  of  Landmines 


The  U.S.  war  in  Afghanistan  has  drawn  attention  to 
antipersonnel  landmines  as  instruments  of  terror. 
Afghanistan  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  countries 
most  sev  erely  affected  by  mines  and  unexploded 
ordnance  (undetonated  munitions,  referred  to  as 
UXO).  After  twelve  years  of  Soviet  occupation  and 
four  more  years  of  civil  war,  at  least  724  square  kilo¬ 
meters  of  the  country  are  known  to  contain  mines  or 


Afghanistan: 

The  Burden  of  Landmines 

More  than  a  thousand  people  are  reported 
maimed  or  killed  by  mines  and  unexploded 
ordnance  (UXO)  in  Afghanistan  each  year, 
according  to  casualty  assessments  made  by  both 
the  International  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross 
and  the  International  Committee  to  Ban  Land¬ 
mines.  This  estimate  is  considered  low  since 
many  casualties  go  unreported.  More  than  half 
of  all  mine  victims  die  before  reaching  a  medical 
facility.  At  least  half  of  the  victims  are  children. 

In  total  area,  Afghanistan  is  slightly  smaller  than 
the  state  of  Texas  but  has  a  somewhat  greater 
population  (27  million  Afghans  vs.  21  million 
Texans).  Only  twelve  percent  of  Afghanistan's 
total  area  is  considered  arable  yet  one-quarter  of 
that  land  contains  mines  and  UXO.  More  than 
15%  of  the  grazing  land  (46%  of  Afghanistan's 
total  area)  is  similarly  affected.  The  economic 
toll  of  mines  and  UXO  is  substantial  and  con¬ 
tributes  to  the  great  hardship  exp)erienced  by  the 
people  of  Afghanistan. 

Cluster  bombs  add  to  the  burden 

Within  days  of  launching  the  war  in 
Afghanistan,  the  U.S.  began  dropping  cluster 
bombs.  The  CBU-87  cluster  bombs  used  by  the 
U.S.  each  contain  202  sub-munitions,  called 
bomblets.  Cluster  bombs  typically  have  a  high 
initial  failure  rate,  thus  they  contribute  to  the 
unexploded  ordnance  on  the  ground.  By  using 
these  weapons,  the  U.S.  has  added  to  the  devas¬ 
tating  burden  borne  by  the  people  of 
Afghanistan. 


UXO.  New  areas  with  mines  and  UXO  are  discov¬ 
ered  each  year. 

The  plight  of  Afghanistan  highlights  the  crucial  need 
for  a  global  ban  on  landmines,  weapons  that  kill  and 
maim  indiscriminately.  Globally,  antipersonnel 
landmines  injure  and  kill  upwards  of  18,000  people 
each  year,  mostly  children,  farmers,  and  other  inno¬ 
cent  civilians.  An  estimated  80  million  landmines  lie 
buried  in  ov^er  80  countries.  These  hidden  weapons 
render  land  useless  for  cultivation,  thereby  inhibit¬ 
ing  economic  development  in  many  struggling 
countries. 

Because  of  the  horror  of  landmines,  nearly  one  hun¬ 
dred  nations  negotiated  a  treaty  banning  the  use, 
stockpiling,  production,  and  transfer  of  antiperson¬ 
nel  landmines.  The  Mine  Ban  Treaty  opened  for  sig¬ 
natures  on  Dec.  3-4, 1997  and  entered  into  force  as 
international  law  on  March  1, 1999.  Most  nations  of 
the  world,  including  almost  all  NATO  members, 
have  joined  this  treaty.  The  U.S.,  in  contrast,  has 
refused  to  sign.  However,  Pres.  Clinton  committed 
the  U.S.  to  joining  the  treaty  in  2006. 

The  Department  of  Defense  (DOD)  has  been  con¬ 
ducting  an  official  rev  iew  of  the  U.S.  landmine  poli¬ 
cy.  Their  recommendations  to  the  President  (which 
might  be  released  as  early  as  March  2002)  could  sub¬ 
stantially  alter  U.S.  policy.  The  IX)D  reportedly  will 
advise  the  President  to  abandon  all  efforts  to  join  the 
Mine  Ban  Treaty. 

This  is  the  wrong  direction.  Pres.  Bush  should  not 
turn  away  from  the  U.S.  commitment  to  join  the 
Mine  Ban  Treaty.  Rather,  he  should  step  up  efforts  to 
eliminate  anti-personnel  landmines  entirely  from  the 
U.S.  arsenal.  ■ 


You  Can  Help 

Please  write  to  Pres.  Bush. 

Urge  him  not  to  turn  away 
from  the  U.S.  commitment 
to  join  the  Mine  Ban  Treaty. 

Encourage  the  President  to 
step  up  efforts  to  eliminate  anti-personnel  land¬ 
mines  entirely  from  the  U.S.  arsenal. 
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Opening  a  New  Front  in  the  War  on  Terrorism? 
The  Escalating  War  in  Colombia 


For  the  past  38  years,  Colombia  has  been  in  the 
throes  of  civil  war,  with  left-wing  guerrillas  doing 
battle  with  the  government  and  right-wing 
paramilitary  forces.  Throughout  this  time,  the  U.S. 
government  has,  officially,  stayed  clear  of  the  civil 
war,  while  providing  the  Colombian  government 
with  military  aid  and  other  assistance  to  fight  the 
"war  on  drugs." 

Now,  however.  Pentagon  officials  and  some  State 
Department  officials  reportedly  would  like  the  U.S. 
to  provide  direct  military  aid  to  the  Colombian 
government  in  its  fight  against  the  leftist  rebels.  The 
State  Department's  top  counter-terrorism  official, 
Francis  X.  Taylor,  has  called  the  FARC  (Revolu¬ 
tionary  Armed  Forces  of  Colombia)  "the  most 
dangerous  international  terrorist  group  based  in  this 
hemisphere." 

The  current  crisis 

The  three-year-old  peace  negotiations  between  the 
Colombian  government  and  the  FARC  broke  down 
in  February.  Following  the  hijacking  of  a  civilian  air¬ 
craft  and  the  kidnapping  of  a  senator  by  the  FARC, 
Pres.  Pastrana  ordered  an  air  and  ground  assault  on 
the  16,000  sq.  mile  territory  in  southern  Colombia 
which  the  FARC  had  cKCupied  during  the  past  three 
years  of  the  peace  process.  The  rebels  have  retaliated 
with  increased  attacks  against  civilian  targets  and 
infrastructure. 

Pres.  Pastrana  has  requested  permission  to  use  a 
U.S.-trained  counter-narcotics  brigade  and  U.S.- 
manufactured  attack  helicopters  (both  provided  as 
part  of  the  "war  on  drugs")  to  fight  the  rebels.  Cur¬ 
rent  U.S.  law  prohibits  the  use  of  the  brigade  or  heli¬ 
copters  in  the  civil  war.  While  Pres.  Bush  has  indi¬ 
cated  that  he  will  comply  with  current  laws,  some 
members  of  the  Administration  and  Congress  would 
like  to  change  these  laws. 

The  President  has  requested  about  $373  million  for 
military  aid  to  Colombia  for  fiscal  year  2003.  This 
includes  $275  million  to  train  and  equip  a  second 
counter-narcotics  brigade  and  $98  million  for  a  bat¬ 
talion  to  protect  a  pipeline  carrying  oil  owned  by 
U.S.-based  Occidental  Petroleum. 


Since  2000,  Congress  has  approved  more  than  $1  bil¬ 
lion  in  military  and  security  assistance  for  counter¬ 
narcotics  operations.  However,  instead  of  decreasing 
the  flow  of  illegal  drugs  to  the  U.S.,  these  funds  have 
only  helped  to  fuel  the  civil  war. 

The  infusion  of  weapons  on  all  sides  has  reduced  the 
incentives  for  the  parties  to  negotiate  peace.  Both  the 
FARC  and  the  right-wing  paramilitary  AUC  (United 
Self-Defense  Force  of  Colombia)  have  grown  rapidly 
ov  er  the  past  two  years  (in  numbers  of  both  fighters 
and  weapons)  based  on  proceeds  from  the  flourish¬ 
ing  drug  trade,  extortion,  and  kidnappings.  U.S.  mil¬ 
itary  aid,  in  turn,  has  strengthened  the  hand  of  the 
Colombian  military^ 

Wlw  is  a  terrorist  and  why? 

The  AUC  paramilitaries,  FARC,  and  the  smaller  left- 
wing  guerilla  group,  ELN  (National  Liberation 
Army),  are  all  on  the  State  Department's  list  of  for¬ 
eign  terrorist  organizations.  All  parties  in  the  con¬ 
flict,  including  the  Colombian  securit)'  forces,  have 
dismal  records  of  violating  human  rights  and  com¬ 
mitting  atrtKities.  Typically,  the  groups  do  not  fight 
each  other  but  instead  attack  civilians  whom  they 
suspect  of  supporting  the  other  side. 

However,  it  is  the  AUC  paramilitary'  trcxips  that  are 
responsible  for  the  ox  erw  helming  majority  (about 
75'/<))  of  the  political  killings  and  disappearances, 
according  to  human  rights  groups.  Further,  there  are 
clear  links  betw  een  the  paramilitary  forces  and  Colom¬ 
bia's  military  and  security  forces.  Human  Rights 
Watch  considers  the  paramilitaries  to  be  the  "Sixth 
Dixision"  of  Colombia's  armed  forces  because  of  the 
rex’oK’ing  dcxir  and  complicitx'  between  these  groups. 

Yet  many  U.S.  policy  makers  and  the  Colombian 
gox  ernment  seem  to  fcxius  only  on  the  left-wing 
insurgents,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  actions  of  the 
right-wing  paramilitaries.  Why  is  this?  What  makes 
one  group  "terrorist"  and  the  other  not? 

Colombia's  long  civil  war  is  not  just  another  battle  in 
the  U.S.  vx'ar  against  terror.  An  expanded,  U.S.- 
backed  counter-insurgency  war  in  Colombia  is  not 
the  vx'ay  to  bring  peace  for  the  people  of  Colombia, 
to  reduce  terrorism  around  the  xx'orld,  or  to  stop  ille¬ 
gal  drug  trafficking.  ■ 
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Military  Spending  Set  to  Go  Through  the  Roof 


Pres.  Bush  has  asked  Congress  for  almost  $400  bil¬ 
lion  in  discretionar)'  budget  authority  for  the  mili¬ 
tary'  in  fiscal  year  2003  (FY03),  an  increase  of  $46  bil¬ 
lion  over  FY02  spending.  The  FY03  funds  would  be 
used  to  carry'  out  the  yvar  on  terror  and  to  create  a 
global  U.S.  military'  machine  that  could  dominate 
and  prey  ail  in  any  future  contest. 

The  President's  budget  request  includes 

■  $378.5  billion  for  the  Pentagon, 

■  $15.4  billion  for  nuclear  weapons  programs, 

■  $3.8  billion  for  foreign  military  assistance,  and 

■  $1.4  billion  for  military-related  activities  of 

other  agencies. 

The  total  ni'03  budget  authority  for  military  pro¬ 
grams  will  exceed  $432  billion.  This  is  because  the 
federal  government  is  required  to  spend  nearly  $32 
billion  for  military  retirement  benefits  and  health 
care  for  current  employees,  in  addition  to  the  nearly 
$400  billion  in  discretionary'  spending. 

Spending  priorities  that  miss  the  mark 

The  President's  budget  proposal  largely  ignores  the 
rcx)t  causes  of  violence.  For  example,  yvhile  Pres. 
Bush  yvould  increase  military  spending  by  $46  bil¬ 


Support  FCNL 

■  Your  gift  will  help  sustain  our  Quaker  witness 
I  in  Washington.  Contributions  to  FCNL  sup- 
;  port  lobbying  and  are  not  tax  deductible.  Con- 
:  tributions  to  the  FCNL  Education  Fund  are  tax 
=  deductible  and  support  research  and  educa- 
tional  activities. 

;i 

I  Checks  should  be  mailed  to  FCNL,  245  Second 
:  Street,  NE,  Washington,  DC,  20002. 

I  You  may  charge  your  donation  to  MasterCard 

I  or  Visa  by  calling  800-630-1330,  ext.  141.  Or 
you  may  make  a  secure  donation  online  by 
going  to  FCNL's  web  site, 
<yvww.fcnl.org/suprt/indx.htm>. 


lion  (13"/()),  he  would  increase  funding  for  interna¬ 
tional  development  and  humanitarian  assistance  by 
only  $0.7  billion  (10'’/o).  The  President  yvould  spend 
more  on  the  missile  shield  ($7.8  billion)  and  on 
nuclear  weapons  ($8.0  billion)  than  he  would  on 
international  development  and  humanitarian  assis¬ 
tance  ($7.6  billion). 

The  total  proposed  military  budget  is  vastly  dispro¬ 
portionate  to  the  amount  that  will  be  spent  by  any 
combination  of  potential  enemies  that  can  be  imag¬ 
ined.  The  proposed  level  of  military  spending  also 
exceeds  the  combined  military'  budgets  of  the  next  25 
military  powers.  According  to  the  Center  for  Defense 
Information,  the  countries  with  the  largest  military 
expenditures,  after  the  U.S.,  are  Russia  ($60  billion), 
China  ($42  billion),  Japan  ($40  billion).  United  King¬ 
dom  ($34  billion),  and  Saudi  Arabia  ($27  billion). 

The  world  cannot  be  freed  from  terrorism  and 
weapons  of  mass  destruction  through  unilateral  U.S. 
military  action  and  war.  Such  a  course  will  only 
increase  and  prolong  the  yiolence  and  suffering 
yvorldwide.  It  is  all  the  more  dangerous  as  the 
capacity'  to  create  and  use  weapons  of  mass  destruc¬ 
tion  becomes  more  yvidespread.  ■ 


Over  41%  of  Your  Federal  Taxes 
Paid  for  Past  and  Current  Military 
Activities  in  2001 

For  fiscal  year  2001  (FYOl),  the  year  for  which 
we  are  now  preparing  our  tax  returns,  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  spent  a  total  of  $557.2  billion 
dollars  to  support  the  military.  Of  this,  $328  bil¬ 
lion  funded  current  military  activities  while 
$229  billion  paid  costs  associated  with  past  mili¬ 
tary  actiy'ities.  The  total  was  about  41.1%  of  all 
federal  funds  outlays  in  FYOl. 

Interested  in  learning  more?  "How  Much  of  Your 
2001  Federal  Taxes  Support  Current  and  Past  Mili¬ 
tary  Activities?"  is  available  on  FCNL's  website 
<littp:l/wwivfcnl.orglissueslmill  supimilitaryjeder 
al-taxes.htm>  or  by  calling  FCNL  to  request  docu¬ 
ment  number  G-02-003B. 
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Sponsor  a 

Young  Adult  Leader! 

Do  you  know  a  young  adult  who  is  interested  in 
being  politically  involv'ed  and  active?  If  so, 
consider  sponsoring  her  or  him  to  attend  the 
Young  Adult  Spring  Lobby  Weekend  in 
Washington,  DC.  This  event  offers  young  adults 
from  across  the  country  an  opportunity  to  join 
together  and  voice  their  concerns  for  peace, 
justice,  and  integrity  in  government  to  our 
nation's  policy  makers. 

Costs  for  the  Spring  Lobby  Weekend  are  modest. 
Nonetheless,  these  expenses  can  put  the  weekend 
beyond  the  reach  of  some  young  Friends.  (The 
$50  registration  fee  includes  bed  and  breakfast  at 
William  Penn  House  Friday  night  through 
Sunday  night  plus  three  meals  at  FCNL.  Trav^el  to 
and  from  Washington  is  in  addition.)  Your  help 
or  the  help  of  your  Friends'  church  or  meeting  can 
make  it  possible  for  a  young  Friend  to  attend. 

This  year's  Young  Adult  Spring  Lobby  Weekend 
will  be  held  Friday,  April  5  through  Monday, 

April  8.  Registration  is  open  until  March  29.  For 
additional  information,  please  contact  Jessica 
Braider  at  jessicab@fcnl.org  or  (202)547-6000,  ext. 
110.  Or,  please  check  out  FCNL's  web  site  at 
<http://www.fcnl.org/ young.htm>. 

This  year,  lc')bbying  will  focus  on  civil  liberties, 
opposing  the  expansion  of  the  war  on  terrorism, 
and  the  federal  budget  and  spending  priorities. 
These  issues  highlight  questions  about  security, 
national  priorities,  and  commitments  to  peace  and 
the  fulfillment  of  human  needs.  They  are 
especially  relevant  in  the  wake  of  September  11. 

The  Young  Adult  Spring  Lobby  Weekend 
provides  young  adults  with  knowledge  and  tools 
to  bring  about  political  change.  It  helps  to  show 
them  how  accessible  the  government  can  be  and 
encourages  them  to  continue  to  build  their 
leadership  and  advocacy  skills.  As  one 
participant  from  last  year  said,  "the  briefings  were 
informative,  and  I  found  out  that  it's  a  lot  easier 
to  lobby  and  petition  than  I  thought."  ■ 


Can  I  Still  Send  a  Letter  to 


Last  fall's  anthrax  incidents  ^ 

effectively  shut  down  mail  service  to  Congress 
for  a  period  of  time,  thus  disrupting  a  vital 
communications  link  between  constituents  and 
their  members.  Staff  in  many  congressional 
offices  continue  to  report  problems  with  the 
receipt  of  postal  mail.  In  this  new  environment, 
what  is  the  best  way  to  make  your  voice  heard? 

FCNL  has  sur\'eyed  staff  in  a  number  of  House 
and  Senate  offices.  Their  experiences  and  sug¬ 
gestions  form  the  basis  for  FCNL's  new  flyer, 
"Contacting  Members  of  Congress."  In  it,  we 
offer  guidelines  on  how  to  get  your  communi¬ 
cations  through  to  your  elected  officials. 

You  may  read  these  guidelines  on  FCNL's  web 
site  at  <www.fcnl.org/getin/grasroot.htm>  or 
call  FCNL  at  202-547-6000  xl42  to  request  a 
copy. 


My  Member  of  Congress  ?  usw 


Simplify! 

We  call  it  Autogive.  You'll  call  it  "simplicity  in 
giving."  Electronic  transfer  of  your  contribution 
from  your  bank  to  FCNL  will  save  you  time  and 
make  your  dollars  go  further  for  FCNL. 

■  Your  automatic  monthly  gift  will  be  record¬ 
ed  in  your  bank  statement,  and  FCNL  will 
send  you  a  year-end  statement  —  and  a  very 
large  "thank  you"! 

■  You  will  no  longer  receive  regular  FCNL 
fund  appeals. 

■  Your  contribution  will  be  spread  throughout 
the  year,  and  save  you  the  trouble  of  writing 
checks. 

■  FCNL  will  receive  steady  income  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  save  on  the  cost  of  paper¬ 
work. 

You  can  start  giving  by  Autogive  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  gift  of  $10  monthly.  Contact  Arthur 
Meyer  Boyd  at  FCNL  for  more  information  and 
a  sign-up  form.  Or,  go  to  FCNL's  web  site  at 
<http://www.fcnl.org/suprt/su_autgiv.htm>. 
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Prosecuting  International  Terrorists: 

A  Job  for  an  International  Criminal  Court 


The  events  of  September  11  and  the  subsequent 
efforts  to  find  and  bring  to  justice  those  involved  in 
the  attacks  have  highlighted  the  need  for  an  interna¬ 
tional  criminal  court.  People  who  commit  crimes 
against  humanity  of  the  magnitude  of  the  September 
11  attacks  must  be  brought  to  justice,  but  under  the 
rule  of  law,  not  the  rule  of  force  and  war.  A  perma¬ 
nent  International  Criminal  Court  (ICC)  could  pro¬ 
vide  such  a  venue. 

The  Rome  Statute,  a  treaty  establishing  the  ICC,  was 
adopted  in  July  1998.  The  ICC  will  be  an  indepen¬ 
dent  institution,  accountable  to  the  states  that  hax  e 
ratified  the  treatv'.  It  will  investigate  and  prosecute 
acts  of  gentxride,  war  crimes,  and  crimes  against 
humanity  when  countries  cannot  or  will  not  investi¬ 
gate  and  prosecute  the  crimes  themseh  es. 

Sixty  nations  must  ratify  the  treaty'  in  order  for  it  to 
enter  into  force.  As  of  the  end  of  February  2002, 
fifty-two  countries  had  ratified  the  Statute.  The 
remaining  ratifications  are  expected  in  mid-2002. 

The  ICC  would  then  begin  to  function  in  early  2003. 

U.S.  participation  in  question 

Pres.  Clinton  authorized  signing  the  Rome  Statute  in 
December  2000.  The  Bush  Administration  has  stated 
its  opposition  to  the  treaty  and,  reportedly,  is  consid¬ 
ering  "unsigning"  the  treaty.  This  would  mean  that 
the  U.S.  would  not  be  bound  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty'. 


There  is  also  strong  opposition  to  the  treaty  in  Con¬ 
gress.  Last  year.  Sen.  Craig  (WY)  successfully 
amended  an  appropriations  bill  so  as  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  funds  by  the  U.S.  goy'ernment  to  participate  in 
the  ICC  planning  that  is  now  under  way.  Further, 
strong  anti-ICC  provisions,  barring  U.S.  cooperation 
with  both  the  ICC  and  with  countries  that  ratify  the 
ICC,  are  included  in  the  House  version  of  the  For¬ 
eign  Relations  Authorization  Act,  HR  1646,  which  is 
now  pending  before  a  House-Senate  conference 
committee. 

The  principle  concern  expressed  by  opponents  has 
been  that  U.S.  military  personnel  stationed  abroad 
may  be  prosecuted  by  the  ICC.  However,  there  is  no 
substance  to  this  concern,  since  the  Statute  specifies 
that  the  ICC  will  be  used  only  when  countries  fail  to 
investigate  such  crimes  themseh'es.  As  long  as 
crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  U.S.  citi¬ 
zens  are  fully  and  fairly  inx  estigated  and  prosecuted 
under  U.S.  law,  the  ICC  would  not  intervene. 

The  ICC  is  an  essential  next  step  in  advancing 
human  rights  and  the  rule  of  law  around  the  world. 
The  ICC  would  assure  that  future  crimes  against 
humanity'  will  be  fully  investigated  and  prosecuted 
in  a  \'enue  that  is  accepted  and  supported  by  the 
international  community.  It  is  essential  that  the  U.S., 
a  leader  in  the  struggle  for  human  rights  for  over 
fifty  years,  support  and  ratify  this  treaty  and  partici¬ 
pate  fully  in  its  implementation.  ■ 


